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DBIA NE Honors Five College Library Annex Team With Bronze Award
Hatfield, MA – At its recent annual meeting 
and design-build awards event, held in 
Framingham, the Design Build Institute 
of America (DBIA) New England Region, 
presented the Five College Library Annex 
project team with a Bronze Award in the 
Building Construction category.

The winning collaboration included 
Five Colleges, Inc. (FCI), CSL Consulting, 
Cutler Associates, Cutler Design, RDK 
Engineers, TFMoran, and Berkshire 
Design.

Prior to construction, Cutler, an East 
Coast design-build and construction 
management firm, worked with FCI and 
CSL on site selection. The design-build 
team then spent 12 months building 
the new 35,000sf climate-controlled 
library storage facility in Hatfield. The 
design provides for 9,000sf of receiving, 
materials processing, meeting, and office 
space, with the remaining 26,000sf 
storage space, outfitted with 24-foot high 
shelving units that have a capacity to 
house 2.5 million volumes. Interior of the specialized racking system that will house all of the volumes

Five College Library Annex

The winning collaboration included  
Five Colleges, Inc. (FCI), CSL  

Consulting, Cutler Associates, Cutler 
Design, RDK Engineers, TFMoran,  

and Berkshire Design.

The new state-of-the-art facility 
serves students and faculty members from 
Amherst, Hampshire, Mount Holyoke, 
and Smith colleges and the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst — collectively 
known as the Five College Consortium.

The success of the project, having 
maximized the value and efficiencies of 
taking a design-build approach, is proven 
by the numbers. “Given the complexities 
of the site prep work and sophisticated 
building systems necessary for achieving 
the strict control of temperature and 
humidity, we are thrilled that the facility 
was completed on schedule and well 
under budget,” said Neal Abraham, 
executive director of Five Colleges, Inc.
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21st century school design is a movement in architecture 
that recognizes “old ways of teaching need to be
updated”.  The motivation for change is globalization 
and technology. Both have changed the way students 
learn, and thus the spaces and schools they learn in must
also undergo a transformation.

HARRIMAN–has a rich history in educational design–
dating back to 1847. We have designed and renovated 
hundreds of schools, including pre-k, elementary, middle 
schools, public, private and secondary academies and  
high schools.  Our K-12 studio team develops concepts 
and designs based on today’s educational visioning,
programming and pedagogies. Our integrated engineering
department supports the design with detailed engineering,
analysis and modeling–this process provides better 
quality and cost to the client.

Working with today’s school districts and communities 
we are helping them make the connection between 
education and core academic and physical learning
environments. #wecreate
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