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This year’s national DiscoverE Engineers Week 
was held from February 16th to the 22nd.  For 
many NH engineers, the highlight of the week 
was certainly the NHSPE's 69th annual Awards 
Banquet and Exhibition, held on February 19th 
at the Grappone Conference Center, in 
Concord, NH.  This annual event provided an 
opportunity for engineers across disciplines to 
come together for educational sessions, 
experience emerging technologies via trade 
show booths, and professional 
networking.  Not only were engineers from 
various professional associations in 
attendance, the ASCE-UNH student chapter 
was able to bring current engineering 
students, with over 30 in attendance at this 
year's event!  This provided those who will 

soon enter the workforce the opportunity to 
connect with working professionals and 
offered the ability to experience real world 
applications of theories they’ve seen in 
classroom lectures. 

Educational topics 
such as ongoing 
research of Pre- and 
Poly-Fluorinated 
Alkyl Substances 
(PFAS) in the Great 
Bay Estuary, the 
design of Dry Dock 
#1 at the 
Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, The 
Southern New 
Hampshire Regional 
Water Project and 
the Atlanta Botanical Gardens Walkway 
Collapse were presented by both UNH 
Professors, and those working in the private 
sector.  The sessions enabled the presenters to 
share firsthand experiences and findings with 
those from all engineering concentrations, 
sharing lessons learned and expanding 
interdisciplinary communication. 

The Awards Banquet began with a social hour, 
enabling current, past and future engineers 
the ability to reconnect with former students, 
classmates, colleagues, and NHSPE 
members.  The first speaker of the evening 
was New Hampshire’s very own Governor 
Chris Sununu, who spoke on the importance of 
collaboration, public service, and his desire to 
see a greater number of engineers involved in 
local government.  During his remarks, the 
Governor emphasized the key role that critical 
thinking and problem-solving play in public 
policy.  With a background in engineering from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he 
represents a strong advocate for engineering 
involvement in policy making! 

Following the Governor’s opening remarks, 
Master of Ceremony, Anthony Puntin, 
introduced the 2020 Engineer of the Year, Dr. 
Robert Henry, P.E., Professor of Civil 
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Engineering at 
UNH, and the 
2020 Young 
Engineer of the 
Year, Jeremy 
Belanger, P.E., a 
Senior Project 
Engineer with 
TFMoran, 
Inc.  During the 
presentation of 
awards the 
audience was 
able to hear several recurring themes.  The 
first being passion and how to complete tasks, 
both in a professional and personal aspect, 
with such.  A key component of engineering is 
making the world in which we live a better 
place.  By taking on projects and challenges 
which one is passionate about, we can achieve 
just that.  During his introduction, Dr. Ray 
Cook, Professor of Civil Engineering at UNH, 
asked how many in the room have taken a 
class with Dr. Henry during his 40+ year tenure 
at the University.  The sea of hands was 
certainly an indication of the number of 
individuals Dr. Henry has influenced 
throughout the years.  Dr. Henry spoke about 
the University, his colleagues and his students 
with a passion that was inspiring.  It was clear 

to see the positive 
impact Dr. Henry 
has brought to 
the engineering 

community 
throughout the 
State of New 
Hampshire.   

Another recurring 
theme was the 
importance of 

networking, 

communication, and collaborative teamwork.  
The Banquet was another opportunity to 
increase those interpersonal connections, one 
which was even more apparent by the number 
of individuals sharing stories of Dr. Henry 
throughout the evening.   

The event concluded with Keynote Speaker, 
Jason Moon, of NHPR’s Bear Brook Podcast, who 
regaled the crowd with stories of how popular 
genetic databases are being used to help solve 
decades old criminal cases throughout the 
country, with one local success story right here 
in the Granite State.  Four murder victims found 
in Allenstown’s Bear Brook State Park have 
remained 
unknown since 
their discovery 
in the mid 
1980’s, until a 
recent 
breakthrough in 
genetic testing 
enabled local 
authorities, with 
the help of some 
private genealogy enthusiasts, to uncover the 
background and eventual identities of the 
victims.  Moon engaged with the crowd for a 
short Q&A session, which expanded to include 
exciting new methods for which genetics testing 
is currently assisting law enforcement in putting 
long thought cold cases back to the forefront. 

Engineers Week provides a fantastic opportunity 

to reflect on why the engineering profession is 

critical to the betterment of society on both a 

local and national level and allows the 

opportunity to highlight those making a positive 

impact on their communities.  Thank you to 

NHSPE for hosting the evening, and we look 

forward to the 2021 event! 

2020 Engineer of the Year 

Robert “Bob” Henry, Ph.D., P.E. 

2020 Young Engineer of the Year 

Jeremy Belanger, P.E. 
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