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A Small Prayer
We can accomplish a lot, 

Lord, between our faith in 
You and our enthusiasm. 
Amen

Today’s Chuckle
Lots of people bow their 

heads on Sunday, but a 
lot of them are on the golf 
course putting.
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By Kevin Landrigan
New Hampshire Union Leader

CONCORD — A pair of House 
committees debated Monday 
over whether to alter the powers 
of the governor and Legislature to 
deal with post-pandemic emer-
gencies.

State Rep. Terry Roy, R-Deer-

field, authored a few of the 10 bills 
packaged for the public hearings. 
One that several colleagues said 
they liked would require the Leg-
islature to vote to extend beyond 
six weeks any emergency de-
clared by the governor (HB 433).

“Between 400 of us, we have 
broad shoulders instead of one 
person having all the accountabil-

ity,” Roy said. “It is not only about 
reining in power; it is about shar-
ing responsibility.”

A resolution from Rep. Melissa 
Blasek, R-Merrimack, (HCR 2) 
that would terminate the cur-
rent state of emergency was the 
most dramatic before the House 
Executive Departments and Ad-
ministration and Legislative Ad-
ministration Committees.

“This was intended for war, a 
natural disaster or a terrorist at-
tack. This was not intended to 

deal with a disease or pandemic,” 
Blasek said.

Last March, Gov. Chris Sununu 
declared a state of emergency 
to deal with COVID-19, and has 
renewed that status every three 
weeks since, when it was due to 
expire.

Sununu has issued 85 executive 
orders that early on shut down 
bars and restaurants and imposed 
other restrictions on business 

By Damien Fisher
Union Leader Correspondent

Hanover is going after off-cam-
pus partiers as Dartmouth Col-
lege reports 122 active COVID-19 
student cases, with 256 students 
in isolation or quarantine on 
campus.

“It’s just so frustrating,” Town 
Manager Julia Griffin said Mon-
day. “This is when I feel like an old 
mom. I can hear the mother in me 
saying, ‘Guys, what are you think-
ing?’”

Griffin said town officials plan 
to track down students who host-
ed large parties and their land-
lords and start issuing fines. An 
emergency town ordinance en-
acted late last year limits gather-
ings to 10 people.

“I suspect when this is done, 

you’re going to see more than 
200 positive cases,” Griffin said. 
“We’re all trying to keep the com-
munity calm.”

For the winter term, about 1,500 
of Dartmouth’s 4,400 undergrad-
uates are on campus. The rest are 
taking their courses online.

Dartmouth Associate Vice Pres-
ident for Communications Diana 
Lawrence declined to comment 
on off-campus partying.

“At this time we are focused on 
the public health response. Com-

munity health and safety are our 
priorities,” Lawrence said in an 
email. “If we receive reports of vi-
olations of group gathering, test-
ing, or other college guidelines, 
we will respond accordingly.”

In response to three separate 
COVID-19 clusters identified 
since last week, the school has 
instituted protocols requiring stu-
dents to eat alone in their rooms, 
stay on campus and avoid Ha-
nover private residences.

During the fall, officials investi-

gated 600 reports of possible vio-
lations of the school’s community 
health protocols which resulted in 
86 students losing campus privi-
leges and 124 being given warn-
ings without removal. No action 
was taken in 397 instances.

Dartmouth professor Jeff Shar-
let said the school needs to do a 
better job communicating to stu-
dents the importance of following 
the protocols.

By John Koziol
Union Leader Correspondent

Valerie Ann Johnston of Thornton is 
blazing a new trail as a member of the first 
class of female Eagle Scouts.

The 19-year-old said scouting has al-
lowed her to do “a bunch of things I 
wouldn’t have,” including — through five-
years’ worth of 
leadership train-
ing — providing 
her with an in-
sight into “what 
it’s like in a male-
dominated orga-
nization.”

“I had to prove 
myself” on sev-
eral occasions, 
the 2020 gradu-
ate of Plymouth 
Regional High 
School said, but 
always received 
“exceptional sup-
port.”

That support in-
cludes that of her 
brother, Shane, 
who has also 
earned Scouting’s 
highest honor.

At 14, Valerie 
Johnston joined the Venturing program 
run by the then-Boy Scouts of America. In 
2019, the BSA changed its name to Scouts 
BSA and said it would allow girls to earn 
the rank of Eagle Scout. It was then John-
ston joined Troop 58 Campton/Thornton/
Waterville Valley, where her father Dean 
Johnston is scoutmaster.

Both parties find fault with governor’s emergency orders
Opposition is likely to coalesce around one bill and 

hold another if needed for 2022.

LEGISLATURE

SCOUTING

COVID ON CAMPUS

As Dartmouth cases surge, town to track down off-campus partiers
COVID-19 crackdown 

could result in fines for 
students, landlords.

See Legislature, Page A10

See Dartmouth, Page A10

“Executive orders for  
a year are excessive. 
I feel there has been 

quite a bit of overreach.” 
REP. KRIS SCHULTZ 

D-Concord

This Eagle
flies through 
glass ceilings

Thornton Scout said she had 
to prove herself, and received 
exceptional support. 

PROVIDED BY  
DANIEL WEBSTER COUNCIL

Valerie Ann Johnston of 
Thornton is a member of 
the first class of female 
Eagle Scouts.

See Eagle Scout, Page A10

By Jonathan Phelps
New Hampshire Union Leader

HOOKSETT — Teams 
were itching to hit the field 
immediately after the NH 
Sportsdome received its 
certificate of occupancy, 
the owners of the bubble-
like sports complex say.

The air-supported struc-
ture on Benton Road, just 
off Route 3, is limited to 
practices, scrimmages and 
training sessions for now.

On Monday morning, 
the business celebrated the 

grand opening of the $6.3 
million facility with a visit 
from Gov. Chris Sununu. 
Owner Joel Hatin and other 
partners plan to open a sec-
ond location in Goffstown 
later this year, hoping to 
capitalize on heavy demand 
when pandemic restric-
tions ease.

“We realized our region 
lacks the necessary facili-
ties to provide a state-of-
the-art training location for 
youth, young adults and 

NH Sportsdome opens in Hooksett; 
another coming soon to Goffstown

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Gov. Chris Sununu speaks to the grand-opening gathering under the 
translucent 72-foot-high center of the NH Sportsdome.

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Co-owner Joel Hatlin, left, gives a tour to Gov. Chris Sununu at the opening ceremony for the NH Sportsdome in Hooksett on Monday.

THE BUBBLE SHOULD BE BUSY

See Dome, Page A10
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and activity to prevent the 
spread of the virus. In re-
cent months, many of those 
restrictions have been re-
laxed, and Sununu has said 
others will be loosened as 
more residents are vacci-
nated.

Current state law allows 
the Legislature to create or 
eliminate any emergency 
declaration, but the gov-
ernor, at any point, is not 
required to ask lawmakers 
for their endorsement of his 
actions.

Andrew Manuse served 
as chairman of ReopenNH, 
a grassroots group formed 
to push back on Sununu’s 
actions. The group has since 
morphed into RebuildNH, 
which has the stated goal 
of more fully opening the 
economy.

“For better or worse, the 
emergency has gone on far 
too long, and the state of 
lawlessness has persisted 
beyond any reasonable 
time period,” Manuse said 
Monday. “The governor 
ought to be enforcing the 
law rather than trying to do 
the three functions of gov-
ernment himself.”

Justin Kates, director of 
emergency management 
for the city of Nashua, 
warned lawmakers to re-
view whether the changes 
they are considering would 
affect the state’s eligibility 
for the maximum amount 
of federal financial support.

State Rep. Kris Schultz, 
D-Concord, said she’s con-
fident enough Republicans 
and Democrats can come 
together on reforms.

“I think there is a point of 
agreement. I expect many 

Democrats will support a 
certain way of addressing 
this,” Schultz said. “Execu-
tive orders for a year are ex-
cessive. I feel there has been 
quite a bit of overreach.”

Rep. Carol McGuire, R-
Epsom, and chairman of 
the House Executive De-
partments and Adminis-
tration panel, said she was 
alarmed that the rationale 
for the COVID-19 emer-
gency in the state changed 
over time.

“The governor declared 
it, and said we have to take 
preventive actions to flat-
ten the curve and prevent 
hospitals from being over-
whelmed,” McGuire said. 
“He kept changing why he 
needed to keep the emer-
gency … that just struck me 
as wrong.”

Sununu said he was open 
to changing the process 
in the future, but has said 
the law must preserve any 
governor’s ability to more 
quickly respond to a crisis 
than lawmakers could.

klandrigan@unionleader.com

Legislature
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By October 2020, she had 
earned 22 merit badges and 
gone through a board of re-
view. For her Eagle Scout 
project, she held a success-
ful food-and-fundraiser last 
summer to benefit the NH 
Humane Society in Laconia.

“I had always wanted to 
rank up in Scouts,” to prog-
ress from Scout to Eagle 
Scout, she said, “and it was 
to show myself I could do it. 
My goal was to get it done 
before college and I just 
worked back from there.”

Now studying remotely 
at St. Michael’s College in 
Colchester, Vt., the fresh-
man is majoring in busi-
ness administration with a 

minor in accounting.
Daniel Webster Council 

Scout Executive Jay Garee 
said in a statement on 
Monday that Johnston “has 
shown tremendous char-
acter, while gaining new 
skills, learning to overcome 
obstacles and demonstrat-
ing leadership among her 
peers and in her commu-
nity. These benefits are in-
valuable for everyone, and 
we are thrilled that they are 
now available to even more 
youth.”

Nearly 1,000 girls and 
young women were hon-
ored for earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout in a live Face-
book event on Feb. 21.

“Earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout takes incred-
ible diligence, hard work 
and perseverance, and we 
are truly honored to rec-
ognize Valerie for this sig-
nificant accomplishment,” 
Garee said.

Johnston thanked her 
family, including her mom 
Sandra Johnston, and said 
she is looking forward to 
her Eagle Scout court of 
honor “after COVID has 
died down a bit.” She also 
plans to remain active in 
Scouting.

According to Scouts BSA, 
only about 6% of Scouts at-
tain the rank of Eagle.

LakesNews@unionleader.com

Eagle Scout
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COVID-19 update
Monday’s statistics from the 
state Department of Health & 
Human Services included test 
results from Sunday:

New cases: 164 (4%*)

New deaths: 0
Current cases: 2,363
Now hospitalized: 90

Cases to date: 75,588
Deaths to date: 1,170 (2%)

Recovered: 72,055 (95%)

*  New cases as a percentage of daily 
PCR tests.

From Page A1

“This is a time of crisis, 
and we’re all called to care 
for each other,” Sharlet said.

In recent days, Sharlet 
has taken to Twitter to ex-
press concern that some 
Dartmouth students are 
being cavalier about the 
pandemic. There are too 
many parties going on, and 
the resulting outbreak was 
bound to happen, he said.

Sharlet said many stu-
dents have shared with 
him their frustration at the 
attitude of a few students 
intent on partying. He said 
Dartmouth students need 
to understand their actions 
affect the community.

“You do this stuff, staff are 
going to be furloughed,” he 
said. “You lose a party, they 
are going to lose the ability 
to pay rent.”

Sharlet said students 

have to understand that 
they are guests in the Upper 
Valley community, and they 
need to care for the people 
who are hosting them.

Griffin is also worried 
about the potential for com-
munity transmission of the 
illness. That happened in 
the fall after Dartmouth 
students held Halloween 
parties and the virus surged 
throughout the community. 
During that surge, the Ha-
nover Terrace assisted living 
facility saw all 70 residents 
get sick with COVID-19, and 
seven residents died.

“It was agonizing to watch 
that poor facility struggle,” 
Griffin said.

All current residents at 
assisted living facilities and 
nursing homes in Hanover 
have been vaccinated, she 
said.

Dartmouth
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adults programs alike,” he said. “The 
result is many programs are left with 
little choice with respect to finding 
adequate space to train with their 
teams.”

The bubble covers a collegiate-
sized artificial-turf soccer field with-
out a need for support beams. The air 
cycles through the facility every two 
hours.

The space can be used for all 
sports, but so far it has mostly been 
used for flag football, soccer, lacrosse 
and field hockey. The structure will 
be inflated year-round and features 
both heating and air conditioning 
systems.

The Goffstown location will open 
at 376 Goffstown Back Road, where 
radio towers once stood.

“We know after COVID the amount 
of usage is going to go up and up and 
up,” Hatin said. A lot of groups have 
scaled back practices or training to 
limit their exposure to the virus, he 
said.

“We know next year when we get 
back to some level of normalcy they 
are not going to have enough training 
space,” he said.

The opening in Hooksett came 
after a year and half of contentious 
planning board meetings. The facility 
is not allowed to host games as part 
of its approval because of concerns 
about traffic, but the owners plan to 
ask the board to reconsider in the fu-
ture by proving games will not signif-
icantly increase the number of cars 
entering and exiting the property. 

The facility opened on Feb. 18 with 
groups starting that evening.

Town Administrator Andre Garron 
said he was “blown away” after walk-
ing through a vestibule and into the 
inflatable structure.

“I know it took a lot of hard work 
and perseverance,” he said.

The structure, manufactured by 
Ontario-based Farley Group, is 72 
feet tall — approximately the dis-
tance to the bottom of the massive 
video screen above the field at Cow-
boys Stadium in Texas.

“We aren’t worried about anyone 
hitting the lights,” Hatin said during a 
tour of the facility. “I tried, but I can’t 
do it.”

The owners say the dome struc-
ture is different from the Hampshire 
Dome complex in Milford, which was 
closed for nearly six months after col-
lapsing in March 2017.

The field features 2½ miles of arti-
ficial turf rolled out across the field, 
which can be broken down into two 
smaller fields.

“Our rental model is either the 
full field or half a field and that gives 
teams plenty of space to practice,” 
Hatin said.

The business opened with a part-
nership with Hatin and his wife, 
Ronda, Frank and Meg Bizzarro and 
Alden Moore.

The financing came through a 

combination of Small Business Ad-
ministration and direct loans with 
the support of the Capital Regional 
Development Council and Merri-
mack County Savings Bank.

“We’ve had such a great response 
to (Hooksett) and to prospective cus-
tomers who want to go to Goffstown,” 
said Frank Bizzarro, chief financial 
officer. “I don’t think we’re done.”

Stephen Heavener, executive di-
rector of Capital Regional Develop-
ment Council, said the project was 
proposed before the pandemic and 
ended up being built in the middle 
of it.

“Now it’s opening hopefully at the 
near end of COVID,” he said.

Jennifer Boulanger, CRDC loan of-
ficer, said the project was appealing 
because of its different uses, includ-
ing youth traveling sports teams.

“The minute they announced it, I 
knew we had to make it happen,” she 
said. “There is nothing like it in New 
Hampshire, and there are very few 
like it even outside of New Hamp-
shire. It is just remarkable ”

During brief remarks, Sununu 
called the project “awesome, down-
right awesome.”

“The last year has been tough and 
has been tough for a lot of folks in a 
lot of different ways,” he said.

He said New Hampshire business-
es have remained resilient through 
the pandemic. Sununu called the 
timing symbolic as many say nor-
malcy is nearing as more COVID-19 
vaccines are administered daily.

“This isn’t just another building,” 
Sununu said. “Look at what this is 
about. This is about having kids come 
back, socializing and interacting and 
getting back to normal.”

jphelps@unionleader.com

Dome
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DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

The giant scissors are ready for the ribbon cutting as guests mingle at Monday’s grand opening at the NH Sportsdome .

“Look at what this is 
about. This is about 

having kids come back, 
socializing and interacting 

and getting back to 
normal.”

GOV. CHRIS SUNUNU

By Julia Taliesin
Wicked Local Metro (TNS).

The Massachusetts At-
torney General’s Office is 
suing a Somerville ortho-
dontist for fraudulently 
submitting millions of dol-
lars in false claims to the 
state’s Medicaid program, 
MassHealth, including by 
keeping children in braces 
for longer than medically 
necessary and deceptively 
billing for sports mouth 
guards.

The AG’s complaint al-
leges that since Novem-
ber 2013, the defendants 
instituted a series of ille-
gal policies and practices 
with the intent to defraud 

MassHealth.
The lawsuit was filed 

in Suffolk Superior Court 
against Dr. Mouhab Riz-
kallah as well as his pro-
fessional corporation and 
The Braces Place of Law-
rence LLC, through which 
he owns and operates 
orthodontic practices in 
Somerville, Boston, Law-
rence, Lowell, Framing-
ham, and Lynn.

“Dr. Rizkallah allegedly 
kept his MassHealth pa-
tients, mostly children, in 
braces longer than medi-
cally necessary so he could 
bill MassHealth for more 
money,” the AG’s Office 
said. “To do this, he often 
put braces only on a child’s 

top teeth at the begin-
ning of comprehensive 
orthodontic treatment, 
even when there was no 
medical justification for 
delaying putting braces 
on the bottom teeth. This 
significantly extended the 
patient’s treatment time 
and increased the amount 
of money collected from 
MassHealth.”

The lawsuit also al-
leges that Rizkallah and 
his companies billed 
MassHealth for custom-
fitted sports mouth guards 
for MassHealth members 
receiving comprehensive 
orthodontic treatment, but 
provided the type sold in 
retail stores for about $10.

Mass. sues orthodontist for fraud, saying 
he kept kids in braces longer than necessary


